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death; and when I ascertained, upon my return
from Madras in 1833, that unjust aspersions had
been cast upon his memory in Mr. HOOK'S Life
of Sir David Baird, I felt that it was as much an
act of duty as of affection on my part to enable
his countrymen to appreciate his many virtues,,
and to prove, by clear and convincing evidence,
that there was not the slightest ground for these
misrepresentations.

Feeling deeply the responsibility of the under-
taking, I have thought it incumbent upon me to
seek from different sources all the materials ne-
cessary to the successful execution of this task.
The interval which has elapsed since my return
has been favourable to this purpose,, however
feebly the work may be executed; for the public
mind has been at length awakened to the value of
the achievements of the victorious army which
General Harris Commanded in execution of Lord
Wellesley's masterly policy in Mysore, by the pub-
lication of his Lordship's admirable Minutes and
Letters, and by that imperishable work, for which
the country owes to COLONEL GURWOOB a large
debt of gratitude, The Duke of PPettmglon's
Despatches. The following extract from that
work* is so germane to this matter, and contains
a warning so appropriate to all who presume to
write anything like a history of the events which

* See GTTTRWOOD'S Despatches of the Dufa of Wellington* vol.
i p. 38.